
MINUTES

AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD

Rachel Carson State Office Building

Room 105, First Floor Conference Room

Harrisburg, PA

December 20, 2006

Michael Firestine, Vice-Chairperson, Agribusiness, called the meeting to order.

Attendance

Members

William Wells Jr., Ornamental Horticulture

Michael Brendle, Poultry Producer

Walt Peechatka, PennAg Industries Association

David McElhaney, Livestock Producer

Betsy E. Huber, PA Grange

Roxanne Levan, USDA-FSA

Thomas B. Williams, Dairy Producer

Brenda Shambaugh, PA Association of Conservation Districts (representing Susan Fox-Marquart)

Jay Howes, House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee (representing Rep. Hershey)

Cathy Curran Myers, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Barry Frantz, USDA, NRCS (representing Gary Smith)

Andrea Sharretts, PA Farm Bureau

Kristin Ebersole, PA Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee (representing Senator Michael Waugh)

Mike Pechart, PA Department of Agriculture (representing Executive Deputy Secretary Russell Redding)

Agencies, Advisors, and Guests

Kim Snell-Zarcone, Penn Future 

Doug Brennan, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Bob Gibson, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Steve Taglang, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Duke Adams, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Andy Zemba, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Jennifer Loudin, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Donald Fiesta, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Jim Spontak, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Dave Jostenski, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Marge Hughes, PA Department of Environmental Protection
Action on the minutes of the October 18, 2006 meeting

The minutes of the October 18, 2006 meeting were approved as distributed.

Election of Officers for 2007

Ms. Betsy E. Huber was unanimously elected as Chairperson of the Board for 2007.  

Mr. Michael Firestine was unanimously elected as Vice-Chairperson of the Board for 2007.

Nutrient Trading Update - Andrew Zemba, DEP Water Planning Office
Mr. Andrew Zemba gave a brief background of how the PA Nutrient Trading Program has progressed since the publication of the initial Policy and Guidelines in October 2005.  He noted some of the key input received from the stakeholder workgroups, and the close of the recent comment period that ended on December 15, 2006.  Mr. Zemba stated that he would like to thank those who participated on the workgroups for their help in the development of an improved guidance document for the trading policy.  He explained that DEP has received 53 comments on this document.  Mr. Zemba noted that Ann Smith and others are working very hard on the revisions and responses and plan on having it published by the end of the year.

Mr. Zemba stated that one of the questions they have been asked is what are the next steps after the trading policy is published?  He explained that they have asked the trading workgroup to get together in six months to do an evaluation of where things are headed.  He also noted that DEP and World Resources Institute have been working on the NutrientNet electronic marketplace and their goal is to get that up and running by early January.  Mr. Zemba indicated that there are discussions at DEP of utilizing a third party review committee for the approval process of trading proposals.

Mr. Zemba said that thus far two trades have occurred in Pennsylvania.  The first was between Red Barn Trading Company and a developer in Sullivan County for nitrogen and phosphorus credits.   The second is still under review by DEP.  It is for a trade negotiated by Lancaster County Conservation District between Mt. Joy Borough Authority and a local farmer for the implementation of No-Till practices.

Ms. Brenda Shambaugh asked how many credits have been sold?  Mr. Zemba did not have a number in front of him and said he would have to check on that. (NOTE: As of the December 20, 2007 meeting the Red Barn Trade approved the sale of 223 Nitrogen credits/year and 3 Phosphorous credits/year for a five year contract.)

Mr. Michael Firestine questioned who the third party review committee would be?  

Mr. Zemba responded that DEP would seek participation from agriculture professionals and experts at the university level.  The third party committee cannot include anyone who may participate in the generation or purchase of credits.

Mr. Michael Brendle’s concern was the farmers’ and agricultural communities participation in the program.  Mr. Brendle stated that education to the agricultural community is the key and that there should be a centralized office or website to provide information.

Deputy Secretary Cathy Curran Myers mentioned that there is currently a location on the DEP website www.depweb.state.pa.us that lists all the credits that have been approved thus far.  Currently brokers, buyers, and sellers can get together through those connections.  In addition, the NutrientNet website will make the process even easier when it is completed.  Deputy Secretary Myers noted that their primary focus is outreach through the county conservation districts within the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Deputy Secretary Myers commented to Mr. Brendle that DEP will be sure to do more outreach in the coming year.

Mr. Walt Peechatka stated that “CAFOs” are listed as point sources and “other agricultural operations” are listed as non-point sources.  Is it DEP’s intention that CAFOs can trade with other agriculture entities?

Deputy Secretary Myers noted that CAFOs are listed as point sources by definition of federal point source requirements. 

CAFO Permitting Update - Bob Gibson, DEP Division of Conservation Districts and Nutrient Management and Jim Spontak, DEP Southcentral Regional Office

Mr. Bob Gibson explained that DEP has moved into implementation and compliance mode with regard to the CAFO permitting program.  He stated that DEP has developed new general permits to be consistent with the new rule that is published and in effect now.  In an effort to streamline the application process, the forms have been revised and are now clearer and simpler to complete.  In addition, DEP had an April deadline for operations to come in to apply for permits under the new rule and also have another upcoming deadline for Jan. 2007.  

Mr. Gibson explained that in April, DEP received about 27 applications, significantly less than anticipated.  Right now DEP is reviewing information to determine if there are operations out there that haven’t been permitted that should be.  

Mr. Jim Spontak stated that Penn Future has been sending out friendly letters to farms that should possibly be CAFO permitted.  They may take action against those who are not filling out permit applications.  So far a total of 42 letters have been sent out.  Copies of those letters were also sent to DEP, Penn Ag Industries, Red Barn Consulting, and the associated conservation districts. 

Mr. Firestine asked if DEP issued any press releases?  He also asked if DEP has a booth at the farm show where they could hand out CAFO permitting information to the agricultural community?

Mr. Spontak responded that a press release was sent to the Lancaster Farming News; however, he was not sure if it was published yet.  He stated that the primary contacts are CAFO inspectors, producers, agriculture consultants, etc.  Mr. Spontak did note that they will have a booth at the Farm Show and will supply the CAFO information.

There was some discussion about particular examples of farms and CAFOs.

Biosecurity Guidelines - Jim Spontak, DEP Southcentral Regional Office
Mr. Jim Spontak explained that they have rewritten DEP’s strategy on biosecurity procedures.  This policy has been reviewed by the State Conservation Commission and the Department of Agriculture veterinary staff.  This is now the working document that is used by DEP staff that must visit farming operations.

Mr. Spontak presented a PowerPoint presentation that explained procedures to follow when inspecting farms.  The following procedures were noted:

1. Ask farmer what Biosecurity measures are.

2. Park in clean area on site.

3. Don’t drive through manure.

4. Wear boots or disposable booties.

5. Wash your hands before and after visit.

6. For long inspections, wear coveralls and wash them after visit.

7. Don’t go near animals unless you have to.

8. If you have to go near the animals, start with young animals and then go to the older ones.

9. Visit only one farm a day.

Mr. Firestine added his concern that airborne diseases can get into a person’s lungs if they go to a farm.  The next day, if this person visits a different farm they can spread disease to the animals without ever realizing they are spreading a pathogen.

Mr. Spontak explained that it is a concern with poultry operations and we try not to go near the poultry houses to help prevent this from happening.  If we have to, we wear facemasks, boots, and other materials to completely cover up and protect.  Mr. Spontak also mentioned that out of all farms he visits, the most lacking in biosecurity are the cattle and dairy operations.

Mr. Peechatka commented that he thought Mr. Spontak’s presentation was very well done.  Mr. Brendle also commented that these guidelines are superior to others he has seen in the agricultural industry.

Mr. Firestine asked how does Mr. Spontak get this message out to the agricultural community?

Jim Spontak responded that they have spread it to the State Conservation Commission and the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, and they are always available to get the word out to the community.

Published Water Resource Planning Regulations - Dave Jostenski, DEP Water Use Planning Division

Dave Jostenski stated that Chapter 110 regulations required by act 220 are registration, reporting, and record keeping. 

In September, a rule-making package was submitted to the Environmental Quality Board.  This was accepted and published in the PA Bulletin in September for a 30-day comment period.

Mr. Jostenski stated that they are drafting a website and this will be done soon on water conservation assistance.

Mr. William Wells, Jr. asked if Mr. Jostenski knew the timeframe when the DEP would tackle the issue of water table recharge?

Mr. Jostenski replied during their state water plan process by March of 2008.  

Comments/Issues/Concerns of the Board

Mr. Michael Brendle brought up the “windmill issue.”  He stated that Somerset County had the first regulations on windmills in the state of Pennsylvania.  Local municipalities are now creating their own ordinances that are in contradiction to the county regulations.  The ordinances are superseding what the county thought was fair.  Mr. Brendle stated that statewide regulations for placement and operations of windmills are needed.  This is an infringement on other property owner’s rights.

Deputy Secretary Cathy Myers responded that this is an important issue and that she is confident that the Secretary would agree.  Deputy Secretary Myers stated that she would highlight the issue to the Secretary.

Mr. Wells noted that this subject be added to the agenda for 2007.

Public Comment

Kim Snell-Zarcone stated that PennFuture is concerned on the CAFO permitting issue.  In June 2006, 510 names of suspected facilities that potentially could be regulated were sent to DEP and DEP is currently reviewing that list.  Ms. Snell-Zarcone summarized a list of county facilities that have been sent letters.  In addition, she noted that some of these facilities should have already applied and some need to apply by April of 2007.

Ms. Snell-Zarcone asked that she be notified by anyone who would like to be carbon copied on the lists of those facilities that PennFuture believes should be permitted.  She encourages everyone on the Board and others involved in the agricultural community to encourage these facilities to come into compliance.

Adjourn

Being no further business of the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

Next meeting is scheduled for February 21, 2007.
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